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June 8, 1995

UM CONFERENCE AIMS TO SPARK INTEREST
IN TEACHING, LEARNING ABOUT MIDDLE AGES
MISSOULA All things medieval — from architecture to food, literature to spirituality - will provide the
focus for a June 14-16 gathering at The University of Montana that will bring elementary,
secondary and higher education teachers together to discuss ways to make the Middle Ages come
alive in the classroom.
The conference, "Teaching the Middle Ages," will feature five free public lectures by
leading U.S. and Canadian experts on the medieval period.
The aim of the gathering is to help teachers at all levels spark the natural interest children
and teenagers have in things medieval, said UM Provost Robert Kindrick, co-coordinator of the
conference.
"Dungeons and Dragons, the Star Wars movies, the Beastmaster ... throughout popular
culture you can find things about the Middle Ages which a lot of the younger students get excited
about," Kindrick said. "We really do get that kind of appeal. What we want to do is turn it into
academic interest."
All public lectures except Thursday evening’s speech will be presented in the Masquer
Theatre in UM’s Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center.
The first featured speaker will be David Staines, an English professor from the University
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of Ottawa. Staines will discuss "The Holy Grail: The Contemporary Quest" at 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday.
On Thursday, German Professor Theodore Andersson of Stanford University will talk about
"Teaching Humor in the Literature of the Middle Ages" at 9 a.m. At 12:30 p.m., University of
Toronto English Professor Patricia Eberle will discuss "Teaching Magic in Medieval and Modem
Tales."
The Thursday evening keynote address by historian Giles Constable of Princeton
University’s Institute for Advanced Study will be held in Caras Park. Constable will address The
Many Middle Ages" at 8 p.m.
John Leyerle, an English professor at the University of Toronto, will discuss Using the
Middle Ages to Teach About the Guest-Host Relationship" at 9 a.m. Friday.
Anyone interested in going beyond the public lectures to attend the gathering s varied
sessions is invited to register for the full conference, which offers sessions Wednesday afternoon
and all day Thursday and Friday. Registration costs $50, with additional fees for meals. For
more information call Nancy Harte at the Center for Continuing Education, 243-6486.
The conference is the seventh in a series that has been recognized by the Committee on
Centers and Regional Associations of the Medieval Academy of America. The gathering is funded
in part by a grant from the Montana Committee for the Humanities, the state-based agency of the
National Endowment for the Humanities.
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